Synthetic developments towards PNA-peptide conjugates.
Since the discovery of peptide nucleic acids (PNAs) as DNA mimics in the early 1990s, a tremendous effort has been directed to their application as antisense and antigene probes. With the aim of further enhancing their properties, PNAs have been conjugated to a variety of effector molecules. Among these, small peptide fragments, often derived from functional proteins, are able to convey their specific properties to the conjugate.